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THANK YOU 

Dr. Stephen and Jayne Hanauer
for your leadership and friendship. 
We congratulate you both on this 

well-deserved recognition.

The Eleven Eleven Foundation
Wendy and Jim Abrams



Celebrating the 
transformational work of the 

Digestive Health Center
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Dear Friends, 

On behalf of the Digestive Health Foundation Board of Directors, it is my privilege and pleasure to welcome 
you to our 2024 Gala. This year is especially significant as we honor our beloved Dr. Stephen Hanauer 
by announcing the Northwestern Medicine Stephen B. Hanauer, MD, Inflammatory Bowel Disease 
Center. Just as Dr. Hanauer is one of a kind, the Hanauer IBD Center will be the first of its kind, providing 
patients with access to leading-edge GI care. A guiding member of the DHF Science Advisory Council since 
our inception in 2015, Dr. Hanauer has had a profound impact on our organization as well as his many 
friends, colleagues, and patients, including those gathered here tonight. 

Innovative research and education have been hallmarks of Dr. Hanauer’s career. Under his leadership, 
the Northwestern Medicine Digestive Health Center has ranked in the top ten U.S. News and World Report 
Hospital Rankings the past three years. DHF is proud to continue to support the efforts of Dr. Hanauer and 
the team of world-class physician scientists at the DHC. Their important discoveries help prevent, treat, and 
ultimately cure digestive disorders including colon, pancreatic and esophageal cancers, ulcerative colitis, 
Crohn’s disease, celiac disease, hepatitis, and other liver diseases. 

Just this year, DHF funded seven research studies (highlighted on pages 95-98), for a total of 89 grants in 
the past nine years. Many of these studies have provided early-stage findings that were leveraged into 
much larger grants focusing on digestive diseases.  Additionally, we fund the DHF BioRepository, providing 
researchers across the country with tissue samples to innovate research. These groundbreaking studies are 
changing the landscape of digestive health - providing hope for patients and their families. 

In addition to research funding, DHF support enables the DHC to develop new diagnostic tools and 
paradigm shifting treatments, including:

	 •	 Utilizing Artificial Intelligence and new virtual platforms for optimal treatment options
	 •	 Advancing translational microbiome research to better understand the fundamental role of the 
		  microbiome in human health and disease
	 •	 Creation of a universal platform that allows patients from around the world to access DHC’s 
		  leading-edge care 
	 •	 Improving access to IBD care in underserved communities

None of this would be possible without our loyal supporters, sponsors, and donors. Thank you for 
partnering with us to help make a difference in the lives of those living with digestive disease. Please enjoy 
this wonderful evening!

										          Diane Saltoun, President

PRESIDENT’S LETTER
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Maria T. Abreu, MD
Professor of Medicine
Professor of Microbiology and Immunology
Director, Crohn’s & Colitis Center
University of Miami Miller School of Medicine

Dr. Maria T. Abreu is a gastroenterologist who specializes in 
inflammatory bowel disease (IBD). She completed her medical 
degree at the University of Miami, Miller School of Medicine. 
Her postdoctoral training included an internship and residency 
in medicine at the Brigham and Women’s Hospital in Boston, 
Massachusetts, and a clinical and research fellowship in 
gastroenterology at the University of California, Los Angeles 
(UCLA).  She was an Associate Professor of Medicine at Mount 
Sinai School of Medicine, NYC, and head of the IBD Center.  
She is currently the Director of the Crohn’s and Colitis Center, 
Professor of Medicine, and Professor of Microbiology and 
Immunology at the University of Miami Miller School of Medicine.  

Dr. Abreu has more than 20 years of leadership experience in basic, translational, and clinical research 
and mentoring. She was elected to the American Society for Clinical Investigation in 2010 and to the 
Association of American Physicians (AAP) in 2018. She completed a three-year term as Chair of the 
International Organization for the Study of Inflammatory Bowel Disease (IOIBD) in 2022.  In 2019, she 
was elected Councilor-at-Large of the American Gastroenterological Association (AGA) Governing Board 
for a term of three years. Most recently, she is President-Elect of the AGA, on the path to becoming 
President in 2024. She will be the fifth woman and first Latina to hold this position. 

Dr. Abreu is a recipient of the 2019 Sherman Prize, created by The Bruce and Cynthia Sherman 
Charitable Foundation for outstanding achievements in IBD. In 2020, she received the Mentoring Award 
from the IMIBD section of the AGA as well as the Healio’s Lifetime Disruptor Award which recognizes 
gastroenterologists or hepatologists who consistently push the GI field forward through innovative 
treatments, practice management, patient care, or research. In 2023, Dr. Abreu received the Women 
Empowering and Embracing Women Award. She is the 30th alumnus inducted into the University of 
Miami Miller School of Medicine Hall of Fame.

KEYNOTE SPEAKER



 
 

Northwestern Medicine Celebrates  
Stephen Hanauer, MD

Thank you to Digestive Health Foundation for your continued collaboration as we  
ensure a legacy of extraordinary patient care with the creation of Northwestern 
Medicine Stephen B. Hanauer, MD, Inflammatory Bowel Disease Center. Your 
support is helping us amplify Dr. Hanauer’s mission to advance innovation, enhance 
patient care and train future physician-scientists.  
 
Patients at Northwestern Medicine Stephen B. Hanauer, MD, Inflammatory Bowel  
Disease Center will benefit from: 

• Innovation in diagnostics, treatments and techniques, including the use of  
 artificial intelligence to increase accuracy and efficiency 

• Multidisciplinary care, including nutrition therapy, behavioral health support   
 and connections to other medical specialties 

• Access to early-phase clinical trials and high-quality care — regardless of their  
 location or ability to pay

A Better Future for Patients With Digestive Health Conditions

IBD treatment is better. 

Among the world’s leaders in the treatment of inflammatory bowel disease (IBD),  
Dr. Hanauer cares for patients by incorporating clinical research, state-of-the-art  
diagnostics, nutritional and behavioral support, and the latest proven and  
investigational therapies. His contributions to his field have led to the development 
of many leading IBD treatments and have inspired generations of physicians and 
nurses to provide better patient care.

Northwestern Medicine is better. 

Dr. Hanauer brought his visionary approach to Northwestern Medicine 10 years ago,  
elevating our program through his collaborative approach and helping our team 
achieve national recognition as a top destination for gastroenterology and  
gastroenterological surgery. Under his leadership, the program has expanded its  
commitment to research and innovation, attracted top-level physician talent and  
improved the lives of patients with digestive diseases.

Patients are better. 

Thank you to Dr. Hanauer and to Digestive Health Foundation for your continued  
dedication to patients around the world. Your work is lifesaving and life-changing — 
and patients are better because of you.

 
 Thank you to Dr. Hanauer for his visionary leadership and to  

Digestive Health Foundation for your shared commitment to  
exceptional patient care.



 
 

Northwestern Medicine Celebrates  
Stephen Hanauer, MD

Thank you to Digestive Health Foundation for your continued collaboration as we  
ensure a legacy of extraordinary patient care with the creation of Northwestern 
Medicine Stephen B. Hanauer, MD, Inflammatory Bowel Disease Center. Your 
support is helping us amplify Dr. Hanauer’s mission to advance innovation, enhance 
patient care and train future physician-scientists.  
 
Patients at Northwestern Medicine Stephen B. Hanauer, MD, Inflammatory Bowel  
Disease Center will benefit from: 

• Innovation in diagnostics, treatments and techniques, including the use of  
 artificial intelligence to increase accuracy and efficiency 

• Multidisciplinary care, including nutrition therapy, behavioral health support   
 and connections to other medical specialties 

• Access to early-phase clinical trials and high-quality care — regardless of their  
 location or ability to pay

A Better Future for Patients With Digestive Health Conditions

IBD treatment is better. 

Among the world’s leaders in the treatment of inflammatory bowel disease (IBD),  
Dr. Hanauer cares for patients by incorporating clinical research, state-of-the-art  
diagnostics, nutritional and behavioral support, and the latest proven and  
investigational therapies. His contributions to his field have led to the development 
of many leading IBD treatments and have inspired generations of physicians and 
nurses to provide better patient care.

Northwestern Medicine is better. 

Dr. Hanauer brought his visionary approach to Northwestern Medicine 10 years ago,  
elevating our program through his collaborative approach and helping our team 
achieve national recognition as a top destination for gastroenterology and  
gastroenterological surgery. Under his leadership, the program has expanded its  
commitment to research and innovation, attracted top-level physician talent and  
improved the lives of patients with digestive diseases.

Patients are better. 

Thank you to Dr. Hanauer and to Digestive Health Foundation for your continued  
dedication to patients around the world. Your work is lifesaving and life-changing — 
and patients are better because of you.

 
 Thank you to Dr. Hanauer for his visionary leadership and to  

Digestive Health Foundation for your shared commitment to  
exceptional patient care.
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Tonight’s Menu
H O R S  D ’ O E U V R E S

Smoked Salmon Tart with Caviar and Chive on Potato Pancake with Crème Fraiche
Tuna Tartare in Wonton Cone with Citrus Soy Sauce

Golden Gazpacho Shooter 
Blackened Cocktail Shrimp with Pineapple Rum Salsa

Summer Roll with Plum Sauce
Spinach, Tomato and Goat Cheese Flatbread 

B R E A D  B A S K E T
Flatbread Crisps, Multigrain Roll, Pretzel Roll

  
S A L A D 

Fire Roasted Eggplant, Beefsteak Yellow and Red Tomatoes, Buffalo Mozzarella 
with Herb Emulsion, Ciabatta Crostini, and Herb Vinaigrette

 
C O M B I N A T I O N  E N T R É E 

Slow Roasted Strip Loin with Port Wine Reduction and Sauteed Scallops with Lemon Butter Sauce
Celery Root Puree, Grilled Colorful Baby Peppers, Grilled Asparagus and Artichokes

 
V E G E T A R I A N  E N T R É E

Seared Sweet Chili Tofu Steak 
Shitake Mushrooms and Assorted Vegetables,

 Scallion Fried Rice and Sesame Seeds, Asian Sauce
 

W I N E S
Domaine Patrick Javillier Cuvée des Forgets Bourgogne 2021

Clos Sainte Anne Premiere Côtes de Bordeaux 2018

D E S S E R T  B U F F E T

Mini Churros with Caramel Sauce  
Warm Chocolate Chip Cookie Skillets

 Warm Sea Salt Caramel Cookies
Mini Seasonal Eclairs

Cake Pops – S’mores, Berry Cake, and
Chocolate & Vanilla with Praline Sprinkles

Miniature Mousse Cones – 
Chocolate and Mango Passionfruit

Sliced Fruit and Berry Platters

 Mini Berry Tarts – Assorted Berries, 
Lemon Cream, Strawberry Almond

 Miniature Root Beer Floats

Miniature Milk Shakes – Chocolate Malt, 
Strawberry, Cookies & Cream
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Tonight’s P rogram
W E L C O M E

R E M A R K S

John E. Pandolfino, MD, MSCI
Hans Popper Professor of Medicine

Chief, Division of Gastroenterology & Hepatology
Northwestern University Feinberg School of Medicine

Northwestern Medicine

Maria T. Abreu, MD
Professor of Medicine

Professor of Microbiology and Immunology
Director, Crohn’s & Colitis Center

University of Miami Miller School of Medicine

H O N O R E E

Stephen B. Hanauer, MD
Clifford Joseph Barborka Professor of Medicine

Northwestern University Feinberg School of Medicine
Medical Director, Digestive Health Center

Northwestern Medicine

L I V E  A U C T I O N

M U S I C  &  D A N C I N G

E N T E R T A I N M E N T  T H R O U G H O U T  T H E  E V E N I N G 
P R O V I D E D  B Y  T V K  O R C H E S T R A



At AbbVie, we create medicines and 
 solutions that make a real difference in 
 people’s lives. Innovating for patients with 
transformative medicines for the people 
who need them. Because your health and 
well-being are the heart of what we do.

See how we drive innovation at 
abbvie.com



Moving 
forward...

Discover the possibilities for your patients  
with inflammatory bowel disease.
View AbbVie’s IBD portfolio online at ibd.abbvie.net.

©2022 AbbVie Inc.   US-IMMG-220314



 THANK YOU TO OUR GENEROUS SUPPORTERS 

Platinum
ABBVIE

THE ELEVEN ELEVEN FOUNDATION
KOVLER FAMILY FOUNDATION

RICHARD & MARTHA MELMAN FOUNDATION
PUCKER & PRITZKER FAMILIES

Diamond
JANSSEN BIOTECH, INC.

Gold
THE BLUHM FAMILY FOUNDATION AND THE SKURNICK FAMILY

MARILYN & TERRY DIAMOND
DUFFEY FAMILY FOUNDATION

BECKY & MICHAEL ELRAD
ANDI & JIM GORDON, THE EDGEWATER FUNDS

NANCY & BEN RANDALL
RENEE M. & TODD A. SCHILLING

JAMIE & DAVID SCHWARTZ
VALERIE & LEE SHAPIRO

Silver
STEPHANIE & MICHAEL BAUM

EMILY & D.J. HOFFMAN
LILLY

LYNNE LEVEY & DAVID SCHREIBMAN
MERYL & JOEY LEVIN
THE MALKIN FAMILY

METRO INFUSION CENTER
SHARON & LEE OBERLANDER

KIM & TIM ROONEY
SHELI & BURT ROSENBERG

CINDY & DAVID ROSENBLOOM
DIANE SALTOUN & BRUCE BRAUN, SIDLEY AUSTIN LLP

TAKEDA PHARMACEUTICALS USA, INC.



 THANK YOU TO OUR GENEROUS SUPPORTERS 

Bronze
SALLY GARON & MICHAEL GOLDMAN

LESLIE & DOUG MONIESON
NBC TOWER

JACELYN & WILLIAM SHINER

Patron
THE BARNETT FAMILY

PRISCILLA & DAVID BAUM
KIM & JEFF COHEN

MARY & NORMAN GELLER
GEM REALTY CAPITAL

GREENBERG TRAURIG, LLP
JILL & RICK HOFFMAN

MARSHA & STEVEN LEVIN
RACHEL & JIMMY LEVIN

SCHUYLER & JONATHAN LEVIN
SHARON & LEE OBERLANDER
PROMETHEUS LABORATORIES

THE SEDGE AND HENRY PLITT CHARITABLE TRUSTS
MARCY & DANIEL SCHLESSINGER

COLLEEN & DAVID SEIDMAN

F riend
HELEN & MICHAEL ARKES

ASSOCIATED INSURANCE AND RISK MANAGEMENT ADVISORS
LISA & DREW CARDONICK

CELLTRION USA
DEBORAH & MICHAEL COGAN AND LORI & JOHN POWER

BARBARA & STEPHEN COGSWELL
JESSICA & TOM HERRALA

HY-VEE HEALTH INFUSION CARE
MEDTRONIC

JILL AND PAUL MEISTER CHARITABLE FUND
MICHELE & RICHARD MORAS

NORTHWESTERN MEDICINE GASTROENTEROLOGY NORTH REGION
DANUSIA & NORMAN PERLMUTTER

REMEDY MEDICAL PROPERTIES
BONNIE & MATTHEW SCHMIDT

DAVID O. STEIN
JOANNA & MIKE TRAVALINI
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© Janssen Biotech, Inc. 2024    03/24    cp-439479v1

Our vision
Be yourself,
change the world.

Our mission 
Make diversity,  
equity & inclusion how 
we work every day.

S:7.5"
S:10"

T:8.5"
T:11"

B:8.75"
B:11.25"



We are honored
and proud to support 

The Digestive Health Foundation 
(DHF), and the 

Northwestern Medicine 
Stephen B. Hanauer, MD, 

Inflammatory Bowel 
Disease Center 

in loving memory of 
Michael S. Tepper,

 lifelong friend, 
and Founding DHF

Board Member. 



Steve ,

CONGRATULATIONS!

As a rem�kable doctor
�d as a �e�shed f�end ,

th�k you for always 
being there for all of us .

With love from

The Le�n/G�ines F�ilies
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A secret haven awaits, blending Mayan traditions with refined 
vitality. This enchanting resort offers a secluded location 
between 200 acres of jungle and one of the best natural 
beaches in Mexico. Recently transformed, this secluded 
hideaway captivates with the sights, sounds and scents of 
authentic Mexican culture. Discover four acclaimed dining 
destinations, and unwind in style at Maroma Spa by Guerlain. 

To book your stay at Maroma please visit Belmond.com or 
call your local luxury travel advisor.
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Evoking the charm of a bygone era, Casa de Sierra Nevada 
offers siesta-like calm in the heart of colourful San Miguel de 
Allende. Authentic and inviting, the hotel is arrayed across six 
heritage mansions dating from the 17th and 18th centuries, 
each rich with lovingly restored details. Restaurants and bars, 
including Tunki by Handshake, combine with the acclaimed 
cookery school to offer you an irresistible taste of Mexican living.

To book your stay at Casa de Sierra Nevada please visit 
Belmond.com or call your local luxury travel advisor.

PARA MÁS INFORMACIÓN, LLAME A LA 
UNIDAD CENTURION MEMBER SERVICES AL 

800 00 BLACK (25225)
LAS 24 HORAS, LOS 365 DÍAS







A LUXURY RESORT
LIKE NO OTHER

ON THE COAST OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA

866.627.5489 |  TERRANEA.COM |  #TERRANEA
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Dr. Michael Ruchim



Jamie and David Schwartz

congratulate   Steve Hanauer   on his leadership, 

vision and well-deserved recognition. 

We also salute   Michael Ruchim   

and the extraordinary team 

at the Digestive Health Center.

Jamie and David Schwartz

at the Digestive Health Center.



RandallRandallR
Kenig

R
Kenig

RWe are proud to support 
the Digestive Health Foundation’s 
2017 Envision Gala.

Congratulations to our dear friends 
Dr. Michael and Janet Ruchim.
Your hard work is 
making a 
difference.

Randall & Kenig LLP 

455 North CityFront Plaza

Suite 2510

Chicago, Illinois 60611

312.822.0800
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The Elrad Family 

 Congratulations to Dr. Stephen Hanauer 
on the establishment of the 

Northwestern Medicine Stephen B. Hanauer, MD, 
Inflammatory Bowel Disease Center.

We are amazed by your accomplishments
and inspired by your vision for the future:

Dr. Stephen B. Hanauer 
                 Dr. John E. Pandolfino
                                  Dr. Michael Ruchim
                                                   Dr. Scott Strong

We are honored and proud to support all
the physicians of the Digestive Health Center, 

the DHF Board members and DHF Staff
in their pursuit of transforming digestive disease

into digestive health.
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We wish to thank 
Jayne and Steve 

for helping to make 
a real difference 

in the lives of so many. 

Andi & Jim Gordon 



WE PROUDLY SUPPORT 

the Digestive Health Foundation 
and the newly announced 

Northwestern Medicine 
Stephen B. Hanauer, MD, 

Inflammatory Bowel Disease Center. 
We applaud DHF’s mission to transform 
digestive disease into digestive health. 

Special thank you to Dr. John Pandolfino, 
Dr. Stephen Hanauer, Dr. Scott Strong, 
Dr. Michael Ruchim, the physicians of 

the Digestive Health Center, 
and the DHF Board members and 

the DHF Ambassador Board members 
for their tireless efforts to ensure 

success of this year’s exciting events.

STEPHANIE AND MICHAEL BAUM

WE PROUDLY SUPPORT 

the Digestive Health Foundation 
and the newly announced 

Northwestern Medicine 
Stephen B. Hanauer, MD, 

Inflammatory Bowel Disease Center. 
We applaud DHF’s mission to transform 
digestive disease into digestive health. 

Special thank you to Dr. John Pandolfino, 
Dr. Stephen Hanauer, Dr. Scott Strong, 
Dr. Michael Ruchim, the physicians of 

the Digestive Health Center, 
and the DHF Board members and 

the DHF Ambassador Board members 
for their tireless efforts to ensure 

success of this year’s exciting events.

STEPHANIE AND MICHAEL BAUM
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Our sincere gratitude
to Dr. Hanauer 

for his care 
and all he 

continues to do. 
We are honored 

to support your work!

The Duffey 
Family Foundation
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The Renee and Todd Schilling family

are honored to support

the amazing researchers and physicians at

Northwestern’s Digestive Health Center.

Special thanks to 

Dr. Stephen Hanauer 

and Dr. John Pandolfino 

for your continued efforts to 

transform your patients’ lives.



Our gratitude and appreciation to Dr. Stephen and 

Jayne Hanauer for their tireless work improving 

the health of so many over the years.

Traci, Valerie and Lee Shapiro 



Located amidst the palaces and gardens of Prague's historic Malá Strana district, Mandarin 
Oriental, Prague is only a few steps from the city's most desirable sights such as the iconic 
Charles Bridge and Prague Castle.

Built on the site of a former 14th Century Dominican monastery, the hotel's long history, 
interesting architecture and high gated walls 'cocoon' guests from the noise and heavy 
foot-tra c o­ the cobbled streets outside.



parisiudvarhotel.com

ParisiUdvar_DHF_adv_7,5x9,5inch_240403.indd   3ParisiUdvar_DHF_adv_7,5x9,5inch_240403.indd   3 2024. 04. 04.   9:572024. 04. 04.   9:57
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Las Ventanas al Paraiso, A Rosewood Resort
San Jose del Cabo 

Baja California Sur 23405, Mexico

lasventanas@rosewoodhotels.com
Reservations: 0800 892 0584

www.rosewoodhotels.com/en/las-ventanas-los-cabos
Follow us on Instagram:

lasventanasalparaiso







 



Well-deserved congratulations to 

Dr. Stephen Hanauer

Our family is deeply grateful 

for your thoughtful care, 

strong vision, 

and extraordinary skill. 

Much appreciation as well to 

Dr Pandolfino, Dr. Ruchim, Dr. Strong, 

and the terrific medical team 

at the DHC.

Diane Saltoun & Bruce Braun 



The Kim and Tim Rooney Family 

is proud to support the great work 

of the wonderful and caring Physicians 

and Staff of the Digestive Health Center. 

They improve lives every day.



Because of Dr. Hanauer's work, 

yesterday's impossibilities will be

tomorrow's accomplishments 

at the Digestive Health Institute.  

Thank you,   Steve! 

Cindy and Dave Rosenbloom

 Tonight   we   celebrate 

 a   simple   truth: 
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L I L L Y  F O R  B E T T E R

SCIENCE
We live in an amazing era for medicine. At Lilly, we use 

groundbreaking science to meet unmet medical need in the 
areas of diabetes, oncology, immunology, neurodegeneration 
and pain. Our determination is to advance the best science of 

the day in an effort to make life better for people around the world.

Learn more about how we’re using science to  
make life better at lilly.com.

2020 CA Approved for External Use PRINTED IN USA ©2020, Eli Lilly and Company. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.
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When you come to Metro Infusion Center, you receive care 
from the most compassionate doctors and nurses in the field. 
From our flexible appointments and convenient locations to our 
comprehensive insurance support, Metro Infusion Center has 
everything you need to make your visit easy and hassle-free.

www.MetroInfusionCenter.com    
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Congratulations to 

Dr. Stephen Hanauer 
and thank you to

Dr. John Pandolfino, Dr. Scott Strong 

and all of the great physicians at 

Northwestern Medicine 

Digestive Health Center for their 

dedication and hard work.

Congratulations to 

Dr. Stephen Hanauer 
and thank you to

Dr. John Pandolfino, Dr. Scott Strong 

and all of the great physicians at 

Northwestern Medicine 

Digestive Health Center for their 

dedication and hard work.

Congratulations to 

Dr. Stephen Hanauer 
and thank you to

Dr. John Pandolfino, Dr. Scott Strong 

and all of the great physicians at 

Northwestern Medicine 

Digestive Health Center for their 

dedication and hard work.

Lynne Levey & David Schreibman



AMERICA • ASIA PACIFIC • EUROPE  
sidley.com 

SIDLEY IS PROUD TO SUPPORT THE

Digestive  
Health Foundation

in amplifying efforts to transform  
digestive disease into digestive health and 
cultivate brighter futures for patients and 

their families. We congratulate

Dr. Stephen Hanauer 

on his inspirational vision and 
contributions to medical excellence.

BRUCE R. BRAUN and DIANE SALTOUN*

One South Dearborn 
Chicago, IL 60603 | +1 312 853 7000

Attorney Advertising - Sidley Austin LLP is a global law firm. Our addresses and contact information can be 
found at www.sidley.com/en/locations/offices. MN-23028 *Diane Saltoun not employed by Sidley.
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©2023 Takeda Pharmaceuticals U.S.A., Inc. All rights reserved. Takeda and the Takeda logo are trademarks or registered 
trademarks of Takeda Pharmaceutical Company Limited.

US-NON-9097v1.0 1/23

www.takeda.com

Better Health, 
Brighter Future
Digestive diseases are common, impacting millions of Americans every year.1,2 
Challenges remain for many — especially in under-resourced communities — 
as the journey to diagnosis and the right management can be complex, 
frustrating and slow.3,4,5

 
For nearly 30 years, Takeda and our collaborative partners have worked to 
improve the lives of people with gastrointestinal (GI) conditions through 
innovative therapies and dedicated patient support programs. It’s why we 
focus on areas with the most significant unmet needs, such as GI inflammation, 
short bowel syndrome, liver disease and motility disorders.
 
Despite advances that have been made, there is still so much more to be done. 
In many ways, we’re just getting started.

1. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. National Center for Health Statistics. FastStats – Digestive Diseases page. 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention Website. https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/fastats/digestive-diseases.htm. Accessed 
January 19, 2023. 2. Mathews SC, Izmailyan S, Brito FA, Yamal JM, Mikhail O, Revere FL. Prevalence and financial burden of 
digestive diseases in a commercially insured population. Clin Gastroenterol Hepatol. 2022;20(7):1480-1487. 3. Singh ME, 
James SP, Germino GG, Rodgers GP. Achieving health equity through digestive diseases research and scientific workforce 
diversity. Gastroenterology. 2022;162(6):1597-1601. 4. Kinnucan J, Binion D, Cross R, et al. Inflammatory bowel disease care 
referral pathway. Gastroenterology. 2019;157(1):242-254. 5. Popov J, Farbod Y, Chauhan U, et al. Patients' experiences and 
challenges in living with inflammatory bowel disease: a qualitative approach. Clin Exp Gastroenterol. 2021;14:123-131.



SPECIAL THANKS 

TO DR. HANAUER AND THE 

NORTHWESTERN MEDICINE TEAM

 FOR YOUR DEDICATION, 

CARE AND COMPASSION.

JACKIE AND BILL SHINER





outboundhotels.com

Locally-Minded Hotels

Cozy Social Spaces

All-Around Good Vibes

Outside is just the Beginning

Outbound Hotels is proud to support

The Digestive Health Foundation and congratulate 

honoree Dr. Stephen B. Hanauer. 

Jackson Hole, WYMammoth Lakes, CA Oakhurst, CA
COMING SOON

Stowe, VT
COMING SOON

Discover Our Properties





AN ETHEREALAN ETHEREAL
OCEANFRONT PARADISEOCEANFRONT PARADISE

IN RIVIERA MAYAIN RIVIERA MAYA

Etéreo, Auberge Resorts Collection
Enjoy every 3rd night on us and a resort credit of $250 for studio or $500 per suite bedroom for
stays through October 31st, 2024.
Children ten and under enjoy all kids’ meals on us June 1 - October 31, 2024. 
Children four and under eat complimentary year round.

Call 855.725.5333, or email ete.reservations@aubergeresorts.com to reserve.

One-of-a-kind experiences beckon at Etéreo this summer. Embrace vibrant regionalOne-of-a-kind experiences beckon at Etéreo this summer. Embrace vibrant regional
flavors and authentic Mexican experiences for the whole family. Enjoy your thirdflavors and authentic Mexican experiences for the whole family. Enjoy your third

night on us, plus up to $500 resort credit through October 31st, 2024.night on us, plus up to $500 resort credit through October 31st, 2024.
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Discover an endless summer
The St. Regis Bahia Beach Resort, Puerto Rico
State Road 187 Kilometer 4.2 Rio Grande, Puerto Rico 00754

Stay exquisite at The Best Address in Puerto Rico.
@stregisbb

reservations.bahiabeach@stregishotels.com
+1 787 809 8000
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THEJOSEPHNASHVILLE.COM 
615.248.1990 | @THEJOSEPHNASHVILLE

Repeat winner of Nashville’s Best Hotel in the Travel + Leisure World’s 
Best Awards, The Joseph, a Luxury Collection Hotel and Marriot 
Bonvoy Member, welcomes guests with warm Italian hospitality, artfully 
designed luxury, a serene spa retreat, and stylish restaurants and bars.





The Dolder Grand

Kurhausstrasse 65

8032 Zurich

Switzerland

Mobile +41 76 352 61 40
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Dr. Stephen B. Hanauer

FIND THE GOOD. LEAVE IT BETTER.

www.waterton.com
The Shoreham at Lakeshore East | Chicago, IL

on the dedication of the 
Northwestern Medicine Stephen 

B. Hanauer, MD, Inflammatory 
Bowel Disease Center

We congratulate honoree 

WATERTON IS PROUD TO SUPPORT 

THE DIGESTIVE 
HEALTH FOUNDATION



Congratulations, Steve! 
 
 

We are so proud of you 
and your achievements 
and proud to call you 
the dearest of friends. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Love,  
Linda and Ira 

Go Blue! 



DISCOVER
YOUR

SANCTUARY

OFFICE SUITE AVAILABILITIES
FROM 1,200 TO 37,000 SF

DiscoverYourSanctuary.com

NBC Tower is pleased to support
the Digestive Health Foundation

nbc-tower.com
Owned by
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Thanks to the support of our generous donors, the Digestive Health Foundation (DHF) has been able 
to launch and continue to underwrite two leading-edge projects at Northwestern Medicine’s Digestive 
Health Center (DHC) – the signature DHF BioRepository and the Artifical Intelligence and Mathematics 
in Gastroenterology (AIM-GI) – DHC houses 1 of 10 in the world! Both provide researchers accelerated 
pathways for scientific discovery, allowing the team at the DHC to react to treatment realities for 
patients as quickly and effectively as possible.

DHF BIOREPOSITORY
Launched six years ago with a Signature Grant Award from the Digestive Health Foundation, the DHF 
BioRepository is a hybrid database and specimen (tissue, blood, serum, urine, stool) collection system 
that links the specimen with physiologic and psychometric data, making that data available in real time 
to Northwestern investigators and their collaborators. Historically, researchers have recruited study 
participants individually or over the course of months or years. All of that has changed with the DHF 
BioRepository, which instantaneously provides scientists with thousands of patient samples and related 
data for analysis. 

Due in a large part to continued funding from DHF, the BioRepository has supported multiple initiatives 
across the Northwestern Medicine GI and Hepatology Divisions, and has helped to foster collaborations 
across the University and with GI industry and pharmaceutical companies. 

Esophageal Research Program: The DHF BioRepository has served as the major translational  
support for a comprehensive NIH-funded research program defining disease classifications in 
achalasia. The samples collected over the last five years have allowed for the creation of a new disease 
classification model for eosinophilic esophagitis (EoE), which has been demonstrated to predict 
response to therapy and will allow for an unprecedented ability to personalize treatment decisions.  
This methodology is being applied to other esophageal diseases, such as sclerdoma and 
gastroesophageal reflux disease (GERD).

Inflammatory Bowel Disease Program: The BioRepository is directly supporting Northwestern 
Medicine Gastroenterologist Dr. Parambir Dulai’s translational research program for his NIH-funded 
$12 million grant to study hyperbaric oxygen therapy in ulcerative colitis. The capabilities of the 
DHF BioRepository have been expanded due to this funding to now collect novel and never before 
categorized or profiled bacteria from the GI tract to study how bacteria drive inflammation. 

DIGESTIVE HEALTH FOUNDATION

Changing the Future of Medicine
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Hepatology: The DHF BioRepository is supporting early expansions with hepatology research, 
including studies to identify novel biomarkers of transplant rejection and/or liver inflammation, 
and research into how the microbiome may promote inflammation in the gall bladder and biliary 
drainage system. It has also fostered collaborative research projects to study the immune cells in 
primary sclerosing cholangitis (PSC).

ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE AND MATHEMATICS IN GASTROENTEROLOGY (AIM-GI)
Imagine a virtual, fully-functioning stomach that lives inside a mega computer and can be tested 
with new medications and surgical procedures for real-life application. How about combining the 
experience of world-class physicians with the precision of machine-learned data analysis to offer 
patients diagnoses approaching 90% accuracy? Thanks to support from DHF, these dreams are 
becoming a reality at the DHC. 

Gastroenterologists and computer scientists in the DHC’s AIM-GI program are developing the latest 
in Artificial Intelligence (AI) technology to revolutionize the way clinicians manage diseases. The 
program focuses on three main initiatives designed to improve patient care with unprecedented 
accuracy and diversity of solutions:

•	 Developing virtual organs, which can be used to study the effects of surgery and medications
•	 Inventing new hybrid diagnostic tools that use AI and machine learning to enhance diagnoses
•	 Building machine learning and neural networks to predict disease outcomes

The Northwestern team not only develops novel AI algorithms, they also lead research into how 
those algorithms can be utilized to transform clinical care for patients. Researchers are identifying 
ways AI can improve the quality of screening colonoscopies in rural healthcare settings, how AI can 
assess the severity of IBD in patients, and how AI and mathematics can reduce delayed diagnoses of 
motility disorders in the esophagus. 

THE GIFT OF HOPE
Both the BioRepository and AIM-GI Grant represent DHF’s commitment to supporting the physician 
scientists at the DHC in their pursuit to research and identify advanced treatment options for 
digestive health patients. Continued funding will bring hope to patients across Northwestern and 
around the globe.
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Congratulations to tonight’s honoree  
DDrr..  SStteepphheenn  BB..  HHaannaauueerr  
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MICHAEL BAUM | SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT AND 
CO-CHAIR, GLOBAL REAL ESTATE PRACTICE 
77 West Wacker Drive | Suite 3100 | Chicago, IL 60601 | 312.456.8400

We believe in what we do. We also believe in where we do it. 
That’s why we support our communities in every way possible, 
from pro bono services to financial contributions.
 
We proudly support the Digestive Health Foundation and the  
DHF Ambassador Board, as it continues to strengthen its 
mission to transform digestive disease into digestive health. 
Special thank you to Dr. John Pandolfino, Dr. Stephen Hanauer, 
Dr. Scott Strong, Dr. Michael Ruchim, the physicians of the 
Digestive Health Center, and the DHF Board members and the 
DHF Ambassador Board members for their tireless efforts to 
ensure success of this year’s exciting events.

GTLAW.COM

OUR COMMUNITY,  
OUR RESPONSIBILITY

WO R L DW I D E LO CAT I O N S

United States, Europe 

and the Middle East, 

Asia, Latin America
Greenberg Traurig is a service mark and trade name of Greenberg Traurig, LLP and Greenberg Traurig, P.A. ©2024 
Greenberg Traurig, LLP. Attorneys at Law. All rights reserved. Attorney Advertising. °These numbers are subject to 
fluctuation.  39675

Greenberg Traurig, LLP  GT_LawGreenbergTraurigLLP  GT_Law

G R E E N B E RG T RA U R I G, L L P  |  AT TO R N E Y S AT LAW  |  2750 AT TO R N E YS  |  47 LO CAT I O N S WO R L DW I D E°
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We are honored to support the 
Digestive Health Foundation

Thank you to Dr. Stephen B. Hanauer, 
Dr. John E. Pandolfino, 

Dr. Michael Ruchim, Dr. Scott Strong
and all the physicians of the 

Digestive Health Center for their 
dedication to help transform 

digestive disease into digestive health.

Your accomplishments and vision help
to provide those living with digestive
disease with hope for a bright future.

Mary and Norm Geller Family
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Shift the biologic  
management paradigm
with precision-guided care 
PredictrPK® provides objective, individualized predictions of optimal biologic dose and interval to:

• Take an evidence-based approach to increase certainty of achieving treatment targets.
• Position therapy for durable and sustained response.
• Expedite dose fine-tuning in support of dose escalation, dose de-escalation, and  

other treatment modifications. 
• Improve shared decision-making. 

Consult with your healthcare provider to learn if this personalized  
approach to dose optimization is right for you.

Individualized  
Dosing for  

Infliximab and  
Adalimumab

9410 Carroll Park Drive, San Diego CA 92121
888-423-5227 |  www.prometheuslabs.com

PredictrPK IFX and ADA were developed, and analytically and clinically validated by Prometheus Laboratories 
Inc. under federal Clinical Laboratory Improvement Amendments (CLIA) laboratory guidelines, and are performed 
exclusively in our high complexity CLIA certified and College of American Pathologists (CAP) accredited clinical 
laboratory. As laboratory developed tests, they have not been cleared or approved by the US FDA. PROMETHEUS 
and PredictrPK are registered trademarks of Prometheus Laboratories Inc. ©2024 Prometheus Laboratories Inc.; 
all rights reserved. This material is provided for general information purposes only. This does not constitute nor is it 
intended as a substitute for medical advice and/or consultation with a physician.

PK 5401 v4 (03/2024)



The Schlessinger Family

DR. STEPHEN HANAUER, 
A GREAT DOCTOR AND 

A GREAT FRIEND

STEVE, YOU MAKE THE 
WORLD A BETTER PLACE 

FOR ALL OF US.

CONGRATULATES



Dr. Hanauer, Dr. Pand�fino, Dr. Strong, and the doctors 

at the Northwestern Medicine Digestive Health Center

 for their dedication, talent and tireless work.  

Your commitment to outstanding care 

makes a difference in the lives of many.

Colleen and Dave Seidman

THANK YOU!





Golub &
Company 
Is Proud To Support
Digestive Health Foundation &
Northwestern Medicine



Congratulations to the exceptional Physicians and Staff
at the Northwestern Medicine Stephen B. Hanauer, MD, 
Inflammatory Bowel Disease Center. 

Your tireless dedication, care and research give the 
greatest gift of hope.

And thank you, Dr. Hanauer, for your unmatched care
and friendship.

Barbara & Stephen Cogswell 



 Steve,

Thank you for 40 years
of care and support. 

Congratulations!

David O. Stein
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Talk to your 
provider to 
get referred 
today.

Expert, a� ordable 
gastroenterology care 
Look to Hy-Vee Health Infusion Care for gastroenterology 
infusion therapy or injection treatment options. 

We o� er comprehensive care for:  
• Crohn’s Disease 

• Iron Defi ciency  

• Pediatric Crohn’s Disease  

• Ulcerative Colitis  

With over 100 treatment options, our health experts also provide 
treatment related to allergy & immunology, Alzheimer’s, 

mental health, oncology, neurology, and rheumatology.





Congratulations,  Steve!
Northwestern Medicine Gastroenterology North Region 

Lake Forest, Grayslake, Glenview, and Deerfield



Thank you Steve,
Norman & Danusia Perlmutter



Outmaneuver 
the unexpected.
 
Healthcare providers do the vital work of caring
for our families, friends and coworkers, and we have the 
opportunity to reciprocate. To offer healthcare real estate 
solutions that help their business thrive. Our portfolio of 
services provides the flexibility to act decisively, improve 
market share, and get more out of every square foot.

RemedyMed.com 
312.872.4120



Dr. Hanauer,

Congratulations on the new 
IBD Center named in your 
honor. It re�ects all of your 
hard work, dedication and 
the sacri�ces you and your 
family have made for you to 
be the fantastic doctor you 
are. Thank you for taking 
care of me and my family 
for over 40 years. 

Sincerely,

Matthew E Schmidt, MD
Bonnie M Schmidt
Nathan J Schmidt
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United Airlines is proud to 
support DHF and the 
researchers and clinicians 
at Northwestern Medicine 
who transform digestive 
disease to digestive health



DISCOVER A COMPLETELY 
NEW FOUR SEASONS EXPERIENCE 

IN SAN FRANCISCO
Experience the city from a fresh perspective, as we unveil our second Four Seasons hotel  

in San Francisco – in the heart of  the Bay Area Financial District. Clean, contemporary design 

keeps the focus on iconic views of  the city and bay. Enjoy an atmosphere of  residential  

warmth, enhanced by thoughtful service from our team of  Four Seasons masters.



www.superdawg.com

We cater too! Call 773-478-7800
Open late 7 days

Milwaukee Ave. at Dundee - Wheeling
Milwaukee Ave. at Devon - Chicago

Delicious food with a fun, vintage vibe
Thrilling customers since 1948



We are so pleased to support the upcoming 

Dr. Hanauer, thank you for your unwavering commitment
to innovative research and exceptional patient care. 

We are all in good hands with you as the “bus driver”!

Lisa and Drew Cardonick

Northwestern Medicine
Stephen B. Hanauer, MD,

Inflammatory Bowel Disease Center



Proud Sponsor of
Digestive Health Foundation

Electronics, Appliances & More
1200 N Milwaukee Ave, Glenview, IL  |  847.967.8830  |  Abt.com



NOW OPEN

GEMINIGRILLCHICAGO.COM
748 N. STATE STREET CHICAGO, IL 60654

(773) 569-3522 | INFO@GEMINIGRILLCHICAGO.COM

At the corner of Chicago Avenue and State Street, Gemini Grill
is across the street from the famed Holy Name Cathedral.
Anchoring the newly-completed luxury residence towers, 

One Chicago, it’s a desired destination for weekend brunch,
lunch, dinner and celebrations.

DINE IN • TAKEOUT • PRIVATE EVENTS



Travel well with 
personally curated travel 

Wendy M. Conlan
Independent Contractor, Luxury Travel

Virtuoso Agent, Stars agent-Marriot Luxury brands, Bellini Club Agent-Belmond brands, 
Elite Agent-Rosewood Hotels, Fan Agent-Mandarin Oriental Worldwide, 

Diamond Club Agent-Dorchester Collection,  Pen Club Agent-Peninsula Hotels Worldwide,
Preferred Agent-Four Seasons/Preferred Hotels/Oetker Collection

312.646.7232  •   wendy.conlan@protravelinc.com

Luxury Travel Advice and Booking
Private Air and Yacht Charters

Commercial Air, Hotel, and Cruise
Business Meetings and Events
Worldwide Independent Travel

Private Homes, Villas, and Chalets
Group and Family Travel

Destination Events

Wendy M. Conlan - Independent Contractor, Luxury Travel

312.646.7232  •  Wendy.Conlan@ProTravelInc.com
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Congratulations to the DHF Gala Committee,
Board, and Science Advisory Council on

a successful 2024 Gala! 

Empowered Nonprofits is grateful for your
partnership. We look forward to seeing the

Northwestern Medicine Stephen B. Hanauer, MD,
Center for Inflammatory Bowel Disease come to

life. We know how hard you all have worked!

With gratitude,
Stefanie Pessis Weil and Ilissa Berz



DIGESTIVE HEALTH
FOUNDATION

AMBASSADOR BOARD

The DHF AB helps support  the mission of  
the DHF by raising funds and awareness.

 This  is  a  great  t ime to join the AB as we have
several  exciting projects  underway!

Email
Admin@DigestiveHealthFoundation.org 
for more information on how to join us.

JOIN THE 



The Butterfly Kisses collection is our unique take on the classic
butterfly. Butterfly kisses may be gentle in nature, but the
impression they leave can be everlasting. 

This 14K yellow gold necklace features delicate, high polished
butterfly wing details. The chain is 18 inches long with a spring
clasp closure. Price: $885 

MINI BUTTERFLY KISSES NECKLACE

www.tonilynnjewelry.com
@tonilynnjewels
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2130 Broadway at 75th Street • New York, NY 10023 • 212 787 1100  

www.beaconhotel.com

The Jewel of the Upper West Side
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This was an extremely successful year for the I Am Able Foundation mentees. All students were 
able to significantly improve their baseline MCAT scores, with three scoring between the 92nd 
to 99th percentile and two scoring greater than the 70th percentile, which is well above the 
national average. This year’s students were accepted to several top medical schools and three 
mentees received full ride scholarships.

DHF would like to congratulate the following students 
for their hard work and acceptance to medical school:

Imani Bah
Rush University
Rosalind Franklin 
	 University of Medicine 
	 and Science

MCAT Cohort 2022

Tayo Omoniyi
Wayne State University
University of Wisconsin - Madison
Robert Wood Johnson 
	 Medical School
University of Illinois
The Ohio State University
University of Michigan

Gabrielle Cole 
University of Pennsylvania
Loyola Stritch School of Medicine
Howard University
Northwestern University
UIC
SIU
Wayne State University

MCAT Cohort 2022 (Independent Study)
MCAT Instructor 2022-2024

Justin Banks 
University of Chicago - Full Ride
Wayne State University
University of Illinois

MCAT Cohort 2022

Kristen Williams 
University of Illinois
Meharry Medical College
Howard University

Isaiah Lasisi 
Northwestern University
Wayne State University
UIC College of Medicine

MCAT Cohort 2022
MCAT Instructor 2023-2024

Adaeze Olikagu 
Northwestern University - Full Ride
University of Pennsylvania - Full Ride
Medical College of Wisconsin
The Ohio State University
University of Michigan
St. Louis University
SIU
University of Illinois
Indiana University
Case Western Reserve University
University of Cincinnati

CAT Instructor 2023-2024

Isaiah Lasisi 

    MCAT Cohort 2022
    MCAT Instructor 2023-2024

Adaeze Olikagu 

    MCAT Instructor 2023-2024

Gabrielle Cole 

    MCAT Cohort 2022 (Independent Study)
    MCAT Instructor 2022-2024

Imani Bah

    MCAT Cohort 2022 

Nakia Chapelle 

Kristen Williams 

Justin Banks 

    MCAT Cohort 2022

Tayo Omoniyi 

Nakia Chapelle
Baptist Health College of 
	 Osteopathic Medicine



  

Communities across America need doctors to provide quality 
medical care and there are many aspiring, hardworking students 
who, given the opportunity, are eager to meet those needs. 
However, one of the determining factors for medical school 
admissions is the Medical College Admission Test (MCAT), and 
many at-risk communities lack the resources necessary to enable 
their students to score competitively on the exam. To help 
address this issue, the Digestive Health Foundation supports 
the I Am Abel MCAT Prep Program, which provides much needed 
funds, mentorship and infrastructure to underrepresented 
students as they prepare for the MCAT.

The I Am Abel Foundation seeks to bridge socioeconomic gaps 
and promote achievements amongst minority inner city youth. 
The Foundation realized that while many of their students were 
performing well in the classroom, they were still scoring below 
the 50th percentile on the MCAT exam. In 2021, with support from 
DHF, they launched an intensive MCAT preparation program 
that provides qualifying students with personalized and group 
tutoring and coaching, as well as access to third party test 
prep materials and resources at no cost to the student. These 
initiatives have enabled I Am Abel students to improve their 
MCAT scores, and the program is already proving successful in 
facilitating their acceptance into medical school, launching these 
talented and diligent students on the path toward becoming 
future physicians.

Since its inception, more than 30 students have participated 
in the I Am Abel MCAT Prep Program and almost all have 
successfully raised their MCAT scores into a competitive 
range. Many MCAT course alumni, scoring well above the 92nd 
percentile, are now MCAT instructors and coaches and have 
been accepted into top medical schools like Northwestern, Penn, 
University of Chicago, University of Michigan and many more 
wonderful schools with full scholarships. Further funding from 
DHF would help even more promising students pursue their 
dreams of attending medical school and serving the communities 
that they call home.I A
M

 A
B

E
L
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Congratulations to the 2024 Digestive Health Foundation Grant Awardees!

On behalf of the DHF Grants Committee that does a phenomenal job of organizing the 
process - special thanks to Committee Chair Tim Rooney, Board Director Julia Merpi, and Ilissa 
Berz from Empowered - the DHF Science Advisory Council is proud to approve an outstanding 
slate of seven research projects totaling $320,000. 

This year’s research grants once again demonstrate the breadth and depth of the 
Northwestern Medicine Digestive Health Center (DHC) and affiliated clinical, translational and 
basic research projects. From animal models of inflammation and single cell human models of 
disease, to Artificial Intelligence, and important medical and surgical projects, the research 
being funded involves the entire digestive system - including esophageal disorders, liver 
diseases, Inflammatory Bowel Disease (IBD), and psychosocial/family support for patients 
undergoing bowel surgery. These studies will both advance our understanding of the complex 
underpinnings of GI diseases and immediately impact outcomes for patients. 

As in prior years, we will monitor these investments into digestive health and continue to 
expand our efforts to diagnose, treat, prevent and ultimately cure both common and 
uncommon GI tract disorders.

Stephen B. Hanauer, MD, DHF Chief Medical Advisor 
Clifford Joseph Barborka Professor of Medicine, 
Northwestern University Feinberg School of Medicine; 
Medical Director, Digestive Health Center,  
Northwestern Medicine

2024 GRANT AWARDEES
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2024 GRANT AWARDEES

Vasilios Kalas, MD, PhD, Gastroenterology & Hepatology Fellow, PGY-4, 
Physician-Scientist Training Program, Northwestern University Feinberg 
School of Medicine

“Harnessing Artificial Intelligence (AI) to Engineer Protein 
Therapeutics for Inflammatory Bowel Disease (IBD)”
	 •	 2.5 million Americans suffer from IBD, which includes Crohn’s 
		  disease and ulcerative colitis.
	 •	 IBD is an autoimmune disease characterized by inflammation, 
		  infection, pain, diarrhea, and life-threatening complications.
	 •	 IBD patients often develop immunity to their medications and risk
		  running out of alternative treatment options.
	 •	 Using AI, Dr. Kalas is developing a completely new, potent, 

	 targeted IBD medication based on mini-proteins that can be easily taken by mouth rather 
	 than by IV infusions like many other IBD drugs.

Ronen Sumagin, PhD, Associate Professor, Department of Pathology, 
Northwestern University Feinberg School of Medicine*

“Identification of a Novel Neutrophil Subtype as a Prognostic 
Marker for Sustained Remission in ulcerative colitis (UC)”
	 •	 1 million Americans live with UC, the most common form of IBD 
		  (see above).
	 •	 Dr. Sumagin has discovered a new sub-type of immune cell 
		  (neutrophil) in the human body that can be used to predict which 
		  UC patients are more likely to remain in remission from active 
		  disease.
	 •	 Predicting remission in UC can drastically affect treatments plans and long-term prognosis 
		  for patients.
	 •	 This study uses tissue and data from the DHF BioRepository, housed at Northwestern and 
		  home to thousands of patient samples.

Vasilios Kalas, MD, PhD

Ronen Sumagin, PhD

* Repeat Awardee
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2024 GRANT AWARDEES

Sourav Halder, PhD, Postdoctoral Scholar, Division of Gastroenterology 
and Hepatology, Department of Medicine, Northwestern University 
Feinberg School of Medicine

“Optimizing the Classification of Eosinophilic Esophagitis (EoE) 
with Functional Lumen Imaging Probe Using Machine Learning”
	 •	 EoE can cause dysphagia (difficulty of food passing through 
		  esophagus) with complications of food impaction and dangerous 
		  esophageal perforation.
	 •	 Currently, clinical evaluation of esophageal function focuses 
		  solely on primary peristalsis (involuntary muscular contraction to 
		  move food down the digestive tract).
	 •	 Dr. Hader’s study focuses on the additional, important function of the esophageal wall 
		  through Functional Lumen Imaging Probe (FLIP) to more accurately diagnose/stage EoE 
		  and provide the best opportunity for doctors to effectively treat EoE.

Sourav Halder, PhD

* Repeat Awardee

Marie-Pier Tétreault, PhD, Assistant Professor of Medicine, Division of 
Gastroenterology & Hepatology, Department of Medicine, Northwestern 
University Feinberg School of Medicine*

“Unraveling the Molecular Landscape of Basal Cell Hyperplasia 
(BCH) in Eosinophilic Esophagitis (EoE): A Pathway to 
Personalized Therapies”
	 •	 150,000+ Americans live with EoE, a chronic immune/allergic 
		  condition in adults and children that can cause severe pain and 
		  interfere with swallowing/eating.

	 •	 BCH is linked to disease severity and progression, and, even with recent advances, many 
		  patients struggle to find treatments that work or keep working.
	 •	 Dr. Tétreault’s study will reveal the molecular underpinnings of BCH
		  to enable better, powerful, personalized therapies for patients.

Marie-Pier Tétreault, PhD



97

2024 GRANT AWARDEES

Dempsey L. Hughes, MD, Assistant Professor of Medicine, Division of 
Gastroenterology and Hepatology, Department of Medicine, 
Northwestern University Feinberg School of Medicine

“Determining Effective Use of Endohepatology in Fontan-
Associated Liver Disease (FALD): An Innovative Multimodal 
Assessment for Liver Disease Staging in an Emerging Patient 
Population”
	 •	 Children born with congenital heart disease undergo corrective 
		  surgery to prevent heart failure (Fontan palliation).
	 •	 Unfortunately, that life-saving surgery eventually leads to the development of advanced 
		  liver disease due to abnormal blood flow from long-standing heart disease.
	 •	 FALD patient population is expected to double by 2030, and the only known cure is a 
		  heart transplant or combined heart-liver transplant.
	 •	 Dr. Hughes’ study uses the Endo-hepatology procedure to track disease stage and 
		  provide doctors with the best chance for intervention and patient survival.

Dempsey L. Hughes, MD

* Repeat Awardee

Xiaoying Liu, PhD, Research Assistant Professor, Division of 
Gastroenterology and Hepatology, Department of Medicine, 
Northwestern University Feinberg School of Medicine*

“The Protective Role of XBP1 in Patients with Primary Sclerosing 
Cholangitis (PSC)”
	 •	 PSC is a chronic disease of the bile duct and liver that affects over 
		  50,000 Americans.
	 •	 70-85% of PSC patients ALSO have ulcerative colitis and Crohn’s 
		  disease.
	 •	 PSC can progress to liver cirrhosis and require liver transplantation 
		  for survival.
	 •	 Currently, there aren’t any effective medical treatments for PSC.

	 •	 Dr. Liu’s study identifies a specific protective protein and how it functions to offer pathways 
		  for scientists to slow or stop disease progression in PSC patients.

Ronen Sumagin, PhD

Xiaoying Liu, PhD
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Vitaliy Y. Poylin, MD, MBA, Associate Professor of Surgery, Division of 
Gastrointestinal Surgery, Department of Surgery, Northwestern 
University Feinberg School of Medicine*

“Impact of Spousal Support and Resiliency Training on Quality of 
Life and Adjustment of New Ostomy Patients”
	 •	 Over 100,000 ostomy surgeries are performed in the United 
		  States each year for a number of digestive diseases, from IBD to 
		  cancer to diverticulitis.  
	 •	 Ostomies save lives by allowing bodily waste to pass through an 
		  opening in the abdomen into a prosthetic bag, or ‘ostomy pouch,’ 
		  or into an internal pouch created surgically.
	 •	 There are physical and psychosocial implications (short and 

		  long term) on both the patient and partner, which require pre- and post-education 
		  and support.
	 •	 Dr. Poylin’s study aims to standardize education and resilience training to help ostomy 
		  patients and their partners better cope with their new stoma, improving their quality 
		  of life.

Vitaliy Y. Poylin, MD, MBA

* Repeat Awardee

2024 GRANT AWARDEES
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By involving our team members in creative     
volunteer and fundraising activities, as well as 
through direct financial contributions, we are 
pleased that our actions lead to meaningful  
results in the communities where we work 
and reside.  

P 312.915.2200 ■  jmbinsurance.com 
900 North Michigan Avenue ■ 15th Floor ■ Chicago, IL ■ 60611 
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One Evertrust Plaza, Suite 1207, Jersey City, NJ 07302

https://www.celltrionusa.com/

celltrion_usa@celltrionhc.com



Proud Supporters of the Digestive Health Foundation
and Northwestern Medicine

Congratulations to 
Dr. Stephen Hanauer! 

Michael Cogan and John Power
CoganPower.com



 Junior Trevian Lacrosse

�e North Shore’s
Champion Youth Lacrosse Training

JuniorTrevianLacrosse.org
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Thank You!
The Board of Directors would like to thank you for your presence this evening and for your 

contributions to the Digestive Health Foundation. Without our tremendous network  
of support, including a growing number of patients, families, friends, colleagues,  

volunteers and donors, we would not be able to invest in groundbreaking research,  
physician-scientist training, and gastroenterology care at Northwestern Medicine.  

With your help, we are changing the future for patients and their loved ones.

OUR DIRECTION
We are helping to transform digestive disease into digestive health for patients and families  

by generating resources to accelerate medical discoveries. 

O F F I C E R S
Diane Saltoun, President
Barbara Cogswell, 
	 Vice President
Richard Moras, Treasurer
Sharon Oberlander, Secretary
David S. Rosenbloom, 
	 Past President
Stephen B. Hanauer, 
	 Chief Medical Advisor

S C I E N C E  A D V I S O R Y  C O U N C I L
Stephen B. Hanauer, MD
Clifford Joseph Barborka Professor 
of Medicine, Northwestern University 
Feinberg School of Medicine;
Medical Director, Digestive Health 
Center, Northwestern Medicine

John E. Pandolfino, MD
Hans Popper Professor of Medicine;
Chief, Division of Gastroenterology & 
Hepatology, Northwestern University 
Feinberg School of Medicine,
Northwestern Medicine

Scott A. Strong, MD, FACS, FASCRS
James R. Hines, MD, Professor 
of Surgery; Vice Chair for Clinical 
Affairs, Department of Surgery; Chief, 
Division of Gastrointestinal Surgery,
Northwestern University Feinberg 
School of Medicine; Surgical Director, 
Digestive Health Center,
Northwestern Medicine

O F F I C E R S
Erin Drain, President
Marissa Gaines, 
	 Vice President
Katie Hrad, Treasurer
Andrew Thrasher, Secretary

M E M B E R S
Salva Balbale, PhD
Emanuelle Bellaguarda, MD
Danny Bernstein
Natalie Braun
Aaron Cohn
Rachel Hendee

Emily Hoffman
Julie Kaviar
Ashley Lenderman
Gabrielle Levin
Abby Mulvey
Tam Nguyen
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